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Price and tax measures are recognised as one of the most effective instruments to reduce
tobacco consumption. Substantial scientific evidence shows that higher cigarette prices result
in lower overall cigarette consumption. The impact of higher prices is likely to be greatest on
young people and on low- and middle-income population groups or countries contributing
to the fight against health inequalities.

Under the Tobacco Excise Directives the Commission is required to examine every four
years, the smooth operation of the single market, the real value of excise-duty rates and the
wider objectives of the Treaty. The Commission has been working during the last year on
the preparation of a proposal for a Council Directive on the structure and rates of excise
duty applied to manufactures tobacco. On 30 March 2007 the Commission launched an
online consultation based on a position paper and received a total of 87 external
contributions (21 of them coming from health related organisations). The Impact
Assessment process was launched in February 2007. At this stage the Commission is ready
to submit a proposal to the College in the next months.

Discussions on the proposal will mainly take place in the taxation related fora. It is of utmost
importance that the tobacco control community in partnership with the Public Health
Authorities ensure that health considerations are properly considered in order to use this
powerful tool for tobacco control purposes.

Hlicit trade in tobacco products contributes to tobacco consumption by making cigarettes
available cheaply, undermining efforts to stop young people, in particular, from smoking.
Ilicit trade thus significantly diminishes the effectiveness of high tobacco taxation policies.
Recognizing the need tackling this problem, the 157 Parties to the WHO Framework
Convention on Tobacco Control have agreed to negotiate a protocol on illicit trade in
tobacco products to supplement the provisions of the Convention. The second negotiating
round will take place in Geneva in October 2008. The basis for the negotiations will be the
Chair’s text which will be available in August 2008 and which will be discussed in detail at
the workshop.

The aim of the seminar is to look at issues related to taxation and illicit trade of tobacco
products and to try to develop a health perspective on taxation of tobacco products.

The seminar is being organised by the Smokefree Partnership along with its partners and the
Association of European Cancer Leagues.

For further information please contact the Smokefree Partnership Secretariat:
Smokefree Partnership

c/o European Respiratory Society

49-51 rue de Treves

1040 Brussels, Belgium

Smokefree.partnership@ersnet.org
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Faculty Club - Groot Begijnhof 14 — B-3000 Leuven, Belgium
Tel: +32 (0)16 32 95 00 — Fax: +32 (0)16 32 95 02

! IIII#&

15.30 — 16.00: Welcome and registration
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Chair: Jean King, Cancer Research UK
Opening remarks: Florence Berteletti-Kemp, Smokefree Partnership

The basics of taxation in tobacco products:
» Hana Ross, American Cancer Society
» Joy Townsend, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

17.15 — 17.30: Coffee break
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Chair: Susanne Logstrup, European Heart Network
The proposal of the European Commission on taxation of tobacco products:

» Frank Van Driessche, European Commission — DG Taxu
» Lourdes Chamorro, European Commission — DG Sanco
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Chair: Luk Joossens, Association of European Cancer Leagues and Framework Convention

Alliance

Developing a health perspective on taxation of tobacco products
» Angel Lopez, University Pompeu Fabra - Barcelona
» Hana Ross, American Cancer Society
» Joy Townsend, London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine

10.30 — 10.45: Coffee break
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Chair: Luke Clancy, European Network on Smoking Prevention

The basics of illicit trade and the chairs text for a protocol on illicit trade in tobacco products

» Luk Joossens, Association of European Cancer Leagues and Framework Convention
Alliance
» Deborah Arott, Action on Smoking and Health

l!)l, *l )Illl&l
13.00 — 14.15 — Lunch break
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Chair: Fiona Godfrey, International Union against Tuberculosis and Lung Disease (tbc)




REGISTRATION FORM

Capacity Building Workshop on Taxation and Illicit Trade in Tobacco
Products
The Faculty Club, Leuven, Belgium, 3-4 September 2008

Organized by the Smokefree Partnership along with its partners and
the Association of European Cancer Leagues

Please return this form by e-mail to smokefree.partnership@ersnet.org by 18 August 2008
at the latest. Thank you!

Name: Surname:
Title:

Position: Organisation:

Work address: Country:

Telephone: Fax:

Mobile: Email:

I confirm my attendance at the seminar on 3/4 September 2008
e First day only : [
e Second day only : [
e Bothdays: [

Food:
Special dietary requirements: e Food allergies [0 , please indicate
which
e vegetarian 0
e Other O

The organisers have block booked rooms at the following hotels. Price quoted per
night, single room, including breakfast and taxes. Should you wish to book a
room, please contact the hotel directly. Please note that the organizers will
not cover hotel accommodation expenses. The rooms will be released after
3" August 2008.

Hotel Ibis Leuven Centrum, Brusselsestraat 52, B-3000 Leuven: EUR 116
Tel: +32 (0)16 29 31 11

Fax: +32 (0)16 23 87 92

E-mail: H1457-RE@accor.com

Please quote ref number ERS 011615 when booking.




Novotel Leuven Centrum, Vuurkuisenlaan 4, B-3000 Leuven: EUR 150
Tel: +32 (0)16 21 32 00

Fax: +32 (0)16 21 32 01

E-mail: H3153-RE@accor.com

Please request booking form from the Smokefree Partnership secretariat.




Application for a grant to attend the

Capacity Building Workshop on Taxation and Illicit Trade in Tobacco
Products
The Faculty Club, Leuven, Belgium, 3-4 September 2008

Organized by the Smokefree Partnership

Please return this form by e-mail to smokefree.partnership@ersnet.org by 14 July 2008 at
the latest. Thank you!

Title: Name:
Surname:

Position: Organisation:
Work address: Country:
Telephone: Fax:

Mobile: Email:
Gender: FO MO Date of birth:

The seminar organizers will make available a limited number of travel grants to
attend the seminar.

e Priority will be given to applicants with a demonstrated track record in
tobacco control in their home countries and an interest in tax and illicit trade

e If you are selected, the organizers will cover your travel and accommodation
expenses.

e If you are selected, you will be contacted no later than 25th July 2008

Please answer all questions.

1. Are you a representative of an organisation working on tobacco control or
with an interest on tax policy and health issues from the he EU 12 countries'?

2. Are you familiar with and able to inform others of how civil society
organizations participate in relevant decision making processes in your
country and at European level?

3. Are you willing to participate in the further development of tobacco control
policy in your country, as well as further development of national
platforms/alliances/partnerships?

4. In no more than 300 words please explain why you should be chosen to
participate in this seminar. Please include information about the interest and

! Bulgaria, Cyprus, Slovenia, Malta, Slovakia, Romania, Czech Republic, Poland, Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania,
Hungary




relevant professional experience that you have in tobacco control, the
organizations you work with and its main activities.



