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Déja vu?

* ‘The food crisis of the * ‘The concept of food
past two years has drawn  security is broad and
attention dramatically to complex but its
both the interdependence  cornerstone is a system
of production, trade, of grain reserves that
stocks and prices and the  will protect the world
serious unpreparedness against the effects of
of the world as a whole to  violent fluctuations In
meet the vagaries of the food production and
weather.’ food prices.’

Assessment of the World Food Situation ‘Food security — not yet’, Comment,

Present and Future, prepared for the UN  Food Policy, Vol 1, No 4, August 1976, p270
World Food Conference, Rome, November -

1974, Quoted in Food Policy, Vol 1, Nol, & 7

7
November 1975, p2 f ©
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system globally

n people undernourished
n micronutrient deficient

About 1.2 billion overweight - 300 million obese

« Affects poor most, N & S

— US Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(Food Stamps) - $37.7bn, 2008(prov)

« 2.5bn people in agriculture (1.3bn sme

— 75% of poor (<$2/day) in rure



Ingredients for food security
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Sustainable Development
Commission - food security

genuinely sustainable food systems:

 Wwhere the core goal Is to feed everyone
sustainably, equitably and healthily;

 which addresses needs for
availability,affordability and accessibllity;

* which is diverse, ecologically-sound and
resilient;

* which builds the capabilities and skills
necessary for future generations.
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Food Sovereignty - Six Principles

1. Focuses on Food for People and Right to
Food, rather than export commodities

2. VValues Food Providers and respects their
Rights, rather than squeezing them off the land

3. Localises Food Systems, rather than promoting
unfair global trade

4. Puts Control Locally, rather than remote TNCs

5. Builds Knowledge and Skills, rather than
depending on alien technologies such as GM

6. Works with Nature, rather than using methogs
that harm beneficial ecosystem functions, such
as energy intensive monocultures and livestock
factories.




 Input suppliers

« Traders
 Processors / manufacturers

« Wholesalers / retailers
« Caterers

Governments, policy makers, Iobbyists@










 Political, military & economic power

— Historically shaped today’s system

* Laws, rules, regulations

— From national to global




1990s - global food rules change

» Convention on Biological Diversity (UN)
— Conserve, sustain, share benefits
— Traditional & indigenous knowledge

* International Treaty on Plant Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture (UN)
— Farmers’ Rights, IPRs, sharing benefits, managed
commons
« World Trade Organisation
— Trade liberalisation, agriculture, TRIPS, SPS ?‘
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TRIPS at the World Trade
Organisation (WTQO)

» Kicking away the ladder (Ha Joon Chang)

* Requires patenting of microorganisms,
plant variety protection ( not necess UPQOYV)

* Option not to patent plant and animals
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Binding dISpute settlement mechanism backed by sanctions

Goods Intellectual
property

Thanks:. Food Ethics Council



Industry . Governments l NGOs

e W commicnon 8w )
e 8 ical Intetlectual
Organisation (FAO) (CBD) SHIpREnROn (WIe0 Organisation (WIPO)

Thanks:. Food Ethics Council









What kind of iInnovation do we
need to secure our future food?

* |ocal / institutional / political /
financial / social / economic / legal
not just technological /

« Sustainable production &
sustainable consumption



What kind of innovation?

We are In our current fix because of an
excess of financial innovation, driven
by ever-increasing thirst for short-term
profit.

.... We now need to rewrite the rules of
finance and global business.

Angel Gurria,
OECD Secretary General, 7
27 January 2009, -









Prosperity without growth (for N)?

* There Is as yet no credible, socially just,
ecologically sustainable scenario of
continually growing incomes for a world
of nine billion people

« Simplistic assumptions that capitalism’s
propensity for efficiency will allow us to
stabilise the climate and protect against
resource scarcity are nothing short of ;«

delusional
Tim Jackson, SDC



Beyond current assumptions

 Will we In the EU be able to consume
what we want, when we want, from
wherever we want? Should we be able to?

 Have we any historical responsibility?
— GHG emissions + ecological debt
* |Innovation EU internal practice and

nolicies (agrifuels and CAP) not only
policies towards developing countries =
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Agncurture
Crossroads

AASTD  Iinternational Assessment of Agricultural Knowledge,
Science and Technology for Development

Global Summary

for Decision Makers




Why R&D fails small farmers

too technocratic

— failed to take account of the political and economic
conditions in which such farmers found themselves

way such R&D is conceived
— arrogant and contemptuous attitudes among ‘experts’

opposition from commercial entities

— to R&D that farmers could easily copy or breed from and
which reduced the market for their products.

reductionist approach to science

— simplistic focus of R&D on specific disciplinary aspec@‘
linked to the input-output industrial approach § |

Source:Jonathan Harwood, Centre for the History of Science,
Technology & Medicine, Univ Manchester


















Il a real danger: eg economic, nuclear
ease, environmental disasters)

techno-dominance / corporate feudalism

— Bifurcation (rich 2 billion use all tech available to enhance /
maintain their lifestyles, rest contained by technologies of ca
killed off in disasters - the “Liddism” of Paul Rogers)

» ecological balance / diverse /






