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Dear Members of the Convention,

Wednesday 5 February 2003

We welcome the Final Report of the Working Group on Social Europe and the recognition of the fundamental importance of public health to Europe’s citizens. The inclusion of ‘a high level of public health’ into Article 3 of the Constitutional Treaty underlines the objective of the Union to contribute to the well-being and welfare of Europeans.

The Report highlights the need for an adequate legal basis for a coordinated European response to cross border health threats such as communicable diseases and bio-terrorism as well as for international WHO agreements. 

The enlarged European Union will be the largest economic and political bloc in the world and should provide leadership on global issues. The credibility of the European Union’s positions on trade, environment, development and international health issues such as HIV/AIDS rests upon a clear focus and priority on public health in the constitutional treaty.

The European Union also faces a number of key health challenges that require coherent and consistent approaches across a range of policy areas. Non communicable conditions such as cancer and cardiovascular disease cause the greatest number of deaths in Europe, much of it preventable through lifestyle changes, optimum nutrition and physical exercise. Significant burdens of disease are also linked to environmental problems and social inequalities. 

The Union has an important role to play in helping to address these health challenges domestically and internationally.  A reinforced European activity on public health should fully respect the responsibility and capacity of EU Member States to organise and manage their healthcare systems.

Specifically, we urge members of the Convention to endorse the following recommendations of the Working Group on Social Europe

· Inclusion of a ‘high level of public health’ in Article 3 on the EU objectives

· Strengthening and enlarging the EU competence in public health (Article 152) in order to meet this objective

· A recognition of the value of Services of a General Interest and particularly of universal access to services such as health and education.

Yours sincerely,
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Andrew Hayes, 

President, European Public Health Alliance

European Public Health Alliance

33 rue de pascale  1040 brussels belgium tel 32 2 2303056 fax 32 2 233 3880

E-mail epha@epha.org Website ww.epha.org
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