Jürgen Erdmenger, European Forum for Freedom in Education (EFFE)
Draft Declaration on the European Constitution

To be jointly adopted on 22 January 2004

We, the representatives of the European civil society organisations and networks listed in the appendix, who are gathered in Brussels at the invitation of the president of the European Economic and Social Committee, Roger Briesch, to discuss with the vice-president of the Convention, Mr Jean-Luc Dehaene, and other Convention members the situation arising form the suspension of the intergovernmental conference,

· Welcome the initiative taken by the European Economic and Social Committee to convene the representatives of European civil society for a briefing and discussion meeting of this kind;
· Endorse the declaration by President Briesch on 19 December 2003 concerning the intergovernmental conference;
· Ask him to convey the following message to the President of the European Council, the Irish Prime Minister, Bertie Ahern:
"We were deeply committed to the work of the European Convention, contributing to it with recommendations and proposals on behalf of our organisations and networks. This engendered great expectations within European civil society for a European Constitution.

Many of us expected more from the outcome of the Convention as regards the finer detail of our concerns. But we now firmly believe that the intergovernmental conference should lose no time in completing its work on the European Constitution on the basis of Convention draft.

Civil society feels that, in addition to many welcome innovations, the provisions on 'The Democratic Life of the Union' and 'The Charter of Fundamental Rights' in particular have quite special importance.

· We therefore emphatically support your efforts to bring the intergovernmental conference to agreement at the earliest possible opportunity. This intention was made resoundingly clear in your speech before the European Parliament on 14 January."
