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PRESS RELEASE No. 94/2003                                                Brussels, 17 December 2003

DECLARATION

BY ROGER BRIESCH, PRESIDENT OF THE EESC,

ON THE INTERGOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE
The European Economic and Social Committee, as the representative institution of organised civil society, deeply regrets the failure of the Intergovernmental Conference to reach an agreement on a Constitution for Europe.

This failure is evidence of an approach, on the part of some governments, guided only by national interest and of the shortcomings of the diplomatic method when planning Europe's future. It points to a lack of collective will to put the common European interest before national interests. Only a democratic process can further European integration and confer much enhanced legitimacy on the European project, as was the case by which the draft Constitution was drawn up by the Convention.

No agreement is still better than a watered down compromise, however.

The civil society organisations represented at the EESC reiterate their opposition to any attempts to dismantle the Convention's draft Constitution, which must remain the basis for the future work of the IGC. They also stress that the main achievements of the Intergovernmental Conference, particularly with regard to the CFSP and defence, must stand.

The EESC calls on all the Heads of State and Government to show a real commitment to integration and thus fall in line with the wishes of the majority of EU citizens who, according to the most recent Eurobarometer poll, are clearly in favour of the principle of a European Constitution and want to see faster European integration.

The EESC pledges its full support for any initiatives towards this goal to be undertaken in 2004, and, for its part, will be taking initiatives in cooperation with civil society organisations.

For more details, please contact:

Vasco de Oliveira or Tristan Macdonald at the EESC Press Office. 

Rue Ravenstein, 2, Brussels, B-1000

Tel: 02 546 9396/9586; Mobile: 0475 753 202; 

e-mail: press@esc.eu.int  

Website:  http://www.esc.eu.int/press/index_en.asp 
The European Economic and Social Committee represents the various economic and social components of organised civil society. It is an institutional consultative body established by the 1957 Treaty of Rome. Its consultative role enables its members, and hence the organisations they represent, to participate in the Community decision-making process. The Committee has 222 members. Its members are appointed by the Council of Ministers.
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