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Brussels, 27 August 2009 

Subject: Congratulations on your election to the European Parliament

Dear ....,

I am writing on behalf of the European Public Health Alliance (EPHA), the largest European health platform, in order to congratulate you on your election to the Parliament and wish you the best for your term in office.

EPHA is the European umbrella for non-governmental and not-for-profit associations working in the health area. Our membership is unique in its diversity, bringing together healthcare professionals, patient groups, disease-specific organisations, treatment groups, health NGOs, academics, clinicians and others at international, European, national and local levels. Our mission is to protect and promote the health of all people living in Europe, contributing to the debates at European level, while maintaining a broader public health perspective. 

The upcoming legislative term in which you will play a key role will be essential to guarantee that citizens' concerns for their health is truly taken into consideration. Below you may read some key upcoming issues that you will be called to vote on. 

We would like to welcome you at this exciting but challenging time in the health agenda in Europe and we call on you to be bold when protecting and promoting health. The public health community needs strong leadership and we are confident that you will bring a positive input in the work of the European Institutions. We hope that you will use us as a partner during this legislature and would like to invite you to visit our website www.epha.org for further information on our work and membership.

We would like to wish you every success and look forward to a continued collaboration.

Yours sincerely,
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Monika Kosinska

EPHA Secretary General


Key issues you will be called to vote on during your mandate

Promoting a health-friendly EU environment

· Civil Society Organisations must be recognised as essential partners and the role of ‘health advocates’ in bringing on-the-ground expertise should be supported.

· The budget of the European Union is only 1% of total EU GDP and the health funds within this are a very small component of the total. Therefore it is very important that the allocation of this spending contributes to reducing health inequalities, and spent responsibly to ensure positive health outcomes.

· Ensuring a high level of human health protection in all Community activities. Impact assessments should be further fostered in order to clearly foresee how different options will affect health.

· The current Lisbon Agenda's objectives of growth and jobs are failing to fullfil European citizens' expectations. The EU must show leadership and clearly recognise health and well-being as overraching objectives in its agenda for the next decade. 

· The 2004-2009 Intergroup on Health and Consumer Protection provided a useful forum where MEPs had the opportunity to regularly meet with consumer and public health experts from across the EU. You as a MEP have the possibility to ensure the reestablishement of a health-related Intergroup and take an active part in its work.

· Environment and Health are inextricably linked, should be tackled together and remain high on the political agenda.

Keeping people healthy

· Any action taken at Community, national or local level needs to reflect two objectives on health inequalities:

1) Mitigating the health impact of poverty and exclusion on affected population groups;

2) Addressing the poverty cycle to break generational health inequalities.

· Appropriate action must be taken at appropriate level and sector of government. 

· Ensuring that EU public health policy provides an environment in which people are able to lead healthy lifestyles and make healthy choices:

1) Information for consumers- clear labelling on food, alcoholic and non-alcoholic beverages, tobacco packaging;

2) Build environments that encourage physical activity and 'active travel'.

· The EU should ensure coherence between MS Actions Plans on determinants of health (such as on obesity for example) by producing guidelines and facilitate an exchange of best practice.

· Subsidies from the Common Agriculture Policy should be diverted away from food that do not contribute to healthy lifestyle to those that do, such as fruits and vegetables. 

· Well-being as a marker of good health for all European citizens must be ensured – this includes social and mental well-being, and therein role of complementary and alternative medicine must be recognised.

Managing the patient journey

· Patients Rights must remain high on the agenda. An agreement on the Patients Rights Directive must be reached that ensures the rights of patients and equity in access and quality of care. 

· The Council Recommendation on Patient Safety and Healthcare associated infections was an important step but much more needs to be done to ensure equally safe and high quality care for all citizens in Europe. 

· There must be a transfer of the competency for pharmaceutical policy in the European Commission from DG Enterprise to DG Sanco. This will help to empower patients and drive up quality of care rather than focussing on internal market objectives.

· Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) must be combated in the coming years to help avoid more than 4.1 million hospital-acquired infections – an increasing number - which lead to highly complicated and often fatal infections.

Enabling developing countries to achieve the health Millennium Development Goals by 2015

· Europe needs to ensure that it sticks to its promised increase in aid for developing countries (EU Collective target of 0.56% of GDP in 2010 and 0.7% in 2015).

· The long established EP call for 20% of EU aid to be spent on health and education needs to be honoured.

· The EU agenda for Action on the MDGs agreed by Heads of State and Government needs to be fully implemented.
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