Dear Ladies and Gentlemen,

My name is Susanne Müller, I had the honour and pleasure to coordinate the activities of 12 Non Governmental Organisations, namely Resource- or Support Centers of NGOs in Belarus. I worked for the German Russian Exchange in Berlin as the contract partner of the European Commission within the Civil Society Development Programme.

Today I represent the German Society for Technical Assistence (GTZ) and I am responsible for the Belarus Support Programme of  the German Government, which started in spring last year.

The Civil Society in Belarus is growing – slowly but steadily  - thanks to the engaged, patient, tenacious and courageous work of 2000 NGOs and the support of western donor organisations.

The main goal of the NGOs and Resource Centers is to reach people in small villages and big cities, who are confronted and often paralysed by a whole bunch of problems – unemployment, alcoholism, poverty, ecological problems, lack of educational opportunities, health care or cultural events - and to show them a way out of their misery.

Our partners try to rise the awareness, that there are many people with the very same problems and that there are manifold possibilities to get active in a circle of like-minded people 

By selecting one single problem and trying to solve it, people learn a lot about themselves – about their phantasy and abilities to find solutions, their self-confidence, their abilities to communicate, to negotiate and to convince, about their optimism, endurance and courage. 

They will also learn a lot about the society they live in and their own position as a citizen and tax payer, their rights and restrictions.

By publicly articulating problems and demands not only as a single person, but as a group, initiative or NGO, they will soon touch the borders of the officially allowed zone of action in the Republic of Belarus. And they will have to take the decision either to go on and widen the “zone of comfort” or to get back where they came from. 

And so –dealing with one single, maybe even specific local problem – they will come to principle questions about democracy, pluralism and human rights. They will keep on asking questions and discussing these questions with local and regional authorities and demand statements.

What our partners do – before, during and after the CSDP – is to motivate and encourage people to get an active part of a vivid developing civil society, to increase and to professionalise the activities of the Third Sector in Belarus.

They invite unexperienced people to seminars to strengthen their personal skills and competences to communicate, to solve conflicts, to find creative solutions, to plan actions, to negotiate, to convince.

They train experienced members of existing initiatives and NGOs how to collect and spread information, how to work with mass-media, how to built networks, to find international partners, to activate new members, to involve local authorities and they teach new and interactive methods to rise democratic and legal awareness and competencies. Thus they keep the whole circle of recruiting new members and educating multiplicators running.

So our partners and other NGOs keep on proving, that each single person has the potential to realise vivid democracy even under the given circumstances and to demonstrate within their living and working surrounding - as a private person, an NGO activist, a teacher, an adolescent , a handicapped, academic or alcoholic -  that the Third Sector is not only a normal element of a democratic society, but a  constituent and absolute indespensible  one.

Thank you very much for your attention!

