Fact Sheet: RIP Cigarettes  
The problem:

· Cigarettes are probably responsible for one third of fire deaths and most non-fatal injuries in most European countries
. Cigarettes are the leading cause of home fire fatalities in the United States, killing 700 to 900 people - smokers and nonsmokers alike - per year. 
· A survey of Member States carried out by the EC in 2006 found that the 11 countries
 which responded had approximately 10,000 fires, 460 deaths and 1,600 injuries each year. Cost figures for property damage were only available in 4 countries, totalling at least 5 million euros in damage.
. In the US, property losses from smoking-material fires total hundreds of millions of dollars each year
.
· Victims are often more likely to be from low income households and include non-smokers, smokers, older people, children as well as adults, and fire-fighters
:
The solution:

· A significant proportion of the deaths, injuries and destruction of property could be prevented through the introduction of a fire safety standard for cigarettes which would result in cigarettes that were either self-extinguishing, i.e. would go out when not actively puffed, or alter the smouldering characteristics of the cigarette making a fire less likely. These cigarettes are commonly called RIP Cigarettes (Reduced Ignition Propensity cigarettes).
· In view of the fact that it is technologically and economically feasible for cigarettes to meet fire-safety standards, tobacco manufacturers should be required to produce and market only reduced-ignition propensity cigarettes in the EU. Tobacco manufacturers should use the same standard as in New York and Canada (ASTM International) E2187-02b.
What is a RIP Cigarette?

· Reduced Ignition Propensity cigarettes are not “fire safe” cigarettes. They are only “fire safer”. In order to manufacture RIP cigarettes, ultra-thin concentric bands or “speed bumps” are introduced in the cigarette paper in order to restrict oxygen access to the burning end of the cigarette. Tobacco industry documents reveal that the “speed bump”
 production technology was already available some 20 years ago
 and that no chemical additives are necessary. 
International developments:
· Legislation mandating reduced ignition propensity (RIP) cigarettes is now in force in New York State
. (June 2004) and Canada (October 2005) and will enter into force in Vermont and California in 2006. Other US states, Australia and the EU are now considering enacting similar legislation.

Evidence of effectiveness of implementation

· All the laws adopted so far have been based on the same standard: ASTM E2187 – 02b (American Society for Testing and Materials) which sets a performance standard to be adopted but leaves it to the manufacturers to decide how to meet it. So far, the standard appears to be easy to meet and cigarettes in NY appear to be reasonably compliant.

· In Canada, the regulatory impact assessment for RIP cigarettes based on Canadian fire and injury statistics suggested that a fire safety standard for cigarettes would reduce fires between 34% and 68%.
. 
· Preliminary data from NY reports a drop in fires caused by smoking materials since the law came into force in June 2004
. 
Key industry arguments against RIP: 
(For a complete overview of counter arguments see paper prepared by ASH London: Deborah Arnott – Director - Tel: +44 20 7739 5902 e-mail: deborah.arnott@ash.org.uk) 
Tobacco Industry attempts to block RIP initiatives have mainly focussed on the following arguments: 
· RIP cigarettes will have no impact on fire deaths and injuries.

· The ASTM standards test in use in NY and Canada is ‘inaccurate’ because it doesn’t relate to ‘real world’ conditions.

· They will be more toxic than other cigarettes

Counter Argument to RIP cigarettes will have no impact on fire deaths and injuries: Statistics from the Office of Fire Prevention and Control in New York State show that an average of 32 people a year have died from smoking-related fire deaths since the standard was introduced. That is down by one quarter from the average of 43 smoking-related deaths in each of the four years prior to the introduction of the standard. The number of smoking-related fires increased year on year for each of the three years prior to the standard coming into force, rising by more than a third in the three years from 2000 to 2003. As soon as the standard came into force in 2004 the number of such fires began to fall again and by 2005, the number of smoking-related fires had fallen from its 2003 peak by more than a fifth in the two years to 2005.  For more info, contact: Chief John Mueller, Office of Fire Prevention and Control, Fire Prevention Bureau +1 518 474 6746 jmueller@dos.state.ny.us
Counter Argument: to RIP cigarettes will be more toxic than other cigarettes: There is no evidence this is the case

Counter Argument: to The ASTM standards test in use in NY and Canada is ‘inaccurate’ because it doesn’t relate to ‘real world’ conditions: The ASTM (American Society for Testing and Materials) standard now in use in numerous States in the USA and throughout Canada is the result of development work in the US taking place over more than twenty years. Extensive research led to the current state of test methodology. The Department of Health in Canada also believes that the test is relevant as it adopted the same standard as NY State when it introduced regulations requiring all cigarettes manufactured in or imported into Canada as of 1 October 2005 to satisfy a reduced ignition propensity standard (as specified by ASTM E2187-02b)
. Contact: Dr Richard Gann, Senior Research Scientist, Fire Research Division, Building and Fire Research Laboratory. rggann@nist.gov +1 (301) 975-6866
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