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Support to the mobilisation on March the 5th in France against food irradiation

On March the 5th, mobilisations will take place in front of the 7 food irradiation facilities based in France.

Food irradiation is a source of concern in all European countries : in the whole EU spices, vegetables seasonings and dried herbs are authorised for irradiation; in many countries  (Belgium, Poland, Hungary, the Nederlands, the UK, France and Italy) the list of food authorised for irradiation is much larger (chicken, shrimps, onions, garlic, dried fruits and vegetables, potatoes...). Moreover, a report by the Commission shows that large quantities of irradiated food are illegaly traded in Europe. 
According to the European Parliament, this « treatment » is of « little technological need » and does not comply with the precautionary principle
. Irradiation is used to extend the shelf life of food and to decontaminate food a posteriori (while the current norm still is non-contaminated food). Both these uses support the trend towards centralised mass production of food and the globalization of food supply, which are conntradictory with the objectives of sustainability, good quality of food and rural development. Moreover, the use of radioactive Cobalt 60 pose safety risks to workers, health and environment through accidental exposure.  Last but not least, serious concerns remain on long-term health effect of eating a diet based on irradiated foods : irradiation depletes some nutrients and produces radiolytic products in fatty food. These radiolytic products, called 2-ACB, are suspected to have carcinogenic and mutagenic effects. 

Thus we ask for food irradiation to be forbidden for all foods and food ingredients in the EU. We urge the Commission to do this proposal to the member states. Public authorities should immediatly ensure that no irradiated products are illegaly sold, through regular checks at the marketing stage. Companies or traders who do not respect the legislation should be strictly punished.     

The mobilisation in France show the progress of the public awareness towards food irradiation problems. Public authorities in France and in the EU should show they care for consumers protection and implement effective measures towards food irradiation. 
List of organisations expressing their support for the mobilisation in France:   

Europe : Alliance of Social and Ecologial Consumer Organisations (ASECO), Coordination Paysanne Européenne (CPE)

Belgium : 
Denmark : Danmarks Aktive Forbrugere (DAF) 

Italy : Movimento dei Consumatori, Federconsumatori, AIAB, Legamambiente, ACU

The Nederlands :
The UK : The Food Commission, 

Suède : Sveriges Konsumenter  Samverkan (SKIS)

List of organisations taking part to the French campaign against food irradiation :

Action Consommation

Agir Pour l’Environnement

Les Amis de la Terre – France

Association Léo Lagrange pour la Défense des Consommateurs

ATTAC - France

Biocoop

Bure-Stop

Confédération Paysanne

CRiiRAD

Le CRIN

Fédération Nature et Progrès

Mouvement pour les Droits et le Respect des Générations Futures (MDRGF)

Public Citizen

Réseau Sortir du Nucléaire 

For more information, please contact: 

Public Citizen Europe

Tel.: +32 2 218 22 42

Mobile: +33 6 89 70 59 69

Email: mody@citizen.org
� « Report of the European Parliament on the Commission communication on foods and food ingredients authorised for treatment with ionising radiation in the Community ». In December 2002, the EP expressed through consultative vote its opposition to an extension of the list of authorised foods for irradiation.  





