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“Children’s Environment and Health Action Plan for Europe”

EEN Mercury and Health 
Questionnaire for National Environment and Health Contact Points
Please provide any information on sub-national measures (i.e. at the regional, provincial or local level) where pertinent, especially if no national-level measure exists.  Please also indicate sources of information or contact/responsible people/organizations, if relevant.  If possible use English, French or Italian to fill in the questionnaire.
	Basic information

	i
	Name of organisation
	

	ii


	Address (including the country)
	

	iii
	Telephone/Fax
	

	iv
	E-mail
	

	v
	Website
	

	vi
	Scope 

(tick as many boxes as necessary)
	□ National

□ Regional

□ Local (which area?)

........................................................................


	Questions


	1.
	Fish Guidelines
	

	1.1
	Are there recommendations to limit fish consumption in women of childbearing age, pregnant women, infants, and children? 

 □ Yes    □ No
If so, do they make the same recommendation as the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)?    □ Yes    □ No

a. EFSA recommends that women of childbearing age (in particular, those intending to become pregnant), pregnant and breastfeeding women as well as young children should select fish from a wide range of species, without giving undue preference to large predatory fish such as swordfish and tuna.

b. Are the recommendations more stringent?  □ Yes  □ No  Details ->


	1.2
	How are guidelines distributed to the public?  

· Website (please provide the address)

· Posted by fishing areas

· Pamphlets distributed by: (healthcare professionals, point of sale, community organizations, other)

· media



	1.3
	Are there national/sub-national biomonitoring programs that measure mercury levels?  □ Yes    □ No    Details ->
a. Which populations are monitored:

· General public

· Women of childbearing age

· Pregnant women

· Children

	1.4
	Are there national/sub-national programs that test mercury levels in fish? 

□ Yes  □ No  Details ->


	1.5
	Are there any programs in place aiming at protecting the most affected populations and vulnerable groups?  □ Yes  □ No  Details ->



	2.
	Dental Amalgams
	

	2.1
	Are there guidelines on the use of mercury in dental fillings?  

□ Yes  □ No  Details ->
Are there guidelines regarding public information the about risks and benefits of dental filling materials?  □ Yes  □ No  Details ->
a. Do they apply to:

· Infants

· Children

· Pregnant women

· People with mercury sensitivity



	2.2
	Do national/sub-national insurance programs reimburse or pay for fillings?

· non-amalgam  □ Yes  □ No  Details ->
· amalgam  □ Yes  □ No  Details ->


	2.3
	Is there a national/sub-national dental society?  □ Yes  □ No  Details ->
a. Do they have guidelines for the use of mercury amalgam? 




	3.
	Healthcare 
	

	3.1
	Is there a general policy to phase out mercury from health care? Who is the leading or managing responsible authority?



	3.2
	Are there guidelines or restrictions on the use and disposal of mercury in hospitals?

a. Do they apply to:

· Mercury-containing medical devices (e.g. thermometers, sphygmomanometers, gastrointestinal tubes)

· Pharmaceutical supplies

· Batteries in medical and non-medical devices

· Mercury containing non-medical devices (such as lamps, electrical equipment, thermostats, relays, pressure gauges, devices with a printed wireboard)

· Laboratory chemicals

· Disinfectants & cleaning agents

· Preservatives

· Procedures for mercury spills

· Purchasing policy 

· Waste incineration



	3.3
	Are there examples of hospital phase-out programs?


	3.4
	Are there any organizations or stakeholders in your country involved in this issue?




	4
	Vaccines
	

	4.1
	Do you have guidelines related to the use of thiomersal in vaccines?

□ Yes  □ No  Details ->


	4.2
	Are vaccines containing a mercury-based preservative used?

a. If so, which vaccines?



	4.3
	Is there a timetable for phase out?



	4.4
	Is the public informed which vaccines contain mercury? If so, how?



	4.5
	Is there a national/sub-national society of pediatricians?  □ Yes  □ No  Details ->
a. Do they have a policy on mercury-containing vaccines?



Please return this questionnaire by email to info@env-health.org or by fax to 0032 2 233 3880.

Thank you very much for taking the time to complete this questionnaire. We are especially grateful if you have done so within our time schedule. We hope to present our finding at the next EEHC meeting in Helsinki this December.  If you have any questions, please contact Christian Farrar-Hockley: +32 2 233 3875, info@env-health.org

EPHA Environment Network

39-41 Rue d´Arlon

B-1000 Brussels

Tel.: +32 2 233 3875

Fax.: +32 2 233 3880

E-mail: info@env-health.org
Website: www.env-health.org
1

