[Your organisation's headed paper]

[Place and date]

Dear [Member of the European Parliament],

[Information about your organisation]

During the EU Summit on 15-16 December 2005, the UK managed to get a political agreement from all Member States on the EU budget for the period 2007-2013.

According to this agreement, the amount of money allocated to budget Heading 3b which includes health and consumer policy, youth, culture and dialogue with citizens will be set at just 1 % above 2004 levels and then frozen for the entire budget period. This means 520 million Euros every year which will not be adjusted for inflation. Health organizations across Europe are profoundly disappointed to see this. 

Good health for all people living in Europe is a fundamental right. Public health means working towards societies that are equitable, inclusive and responsive to the needs of all individuals. In Europe today, there are significant health inequalities. Ill health and premature death causes suffering and undermines Europe's competitiveness. Health is also a critically economic and social sector for Europe, representing 10 % of all employment and 8-10 % of GDP. Most EU policies have a direct or indirect impact on the health of citizens, yet this is rarely addressed in policy-making and the financial resources allocated to public health at EU level are inadequate. 

Therefore, in view of the vote in Plenary next , we urge you to reject the European Council agreement and to support the Motion for a Resolution by the Committee on Budgets (B6-0049/2006), in favour of the policy areas that are closest to citizens.

[Signature]

