[Your organisation's headed paper]

[Place and date]

Subject: No health, no wealth? The contribution of health towards the Lisbon agenda

Dear Member of the European Parliament,

[Information about your organisation] 

In mid December 2005, national governments reached an agreement on the EU budget for the period 2007-2013 with an overall financial envelope that was substantially lower than the budget requested by the European Commission and supported by the European Parliament.

Disappointingly, despite the rhetoric from Heads of State that the Union's objectives are enhancing prosperity, competitiveness, solidarity, cohesion and security, they ignored the critical link between healthy people and a healthy economy.

While other budget headings were allocated significant increases, heading 3b which includes the key programmes that are accessible and relevant for individual people: youth, culture, education, health and consumer policy, dialogue with citizens and the rapid response and preparatory instrument for major emergencies were significantly reduced. 

According to initial calculations, the health and consumer programme (3b heading) will get approximately 37 million Euros a year in an enlarged EU compared to the existing annual spend of more than 80 million. (See attached document detailing the calculations).

There is an increasing amount of data about the financial and human cost of ill health and premature death. Cardiovascular and respiratory diseases represent a loss of more than 200 billion Euros every year for the European economy. The burden of mental ill health reaches 4% of Europe's gross domestic product (GDP). Alcohol and tobacco consumption, poor nutrition and lack of physical activity contributes to the growing levels of chronic illness in Europe. The good news is that much of this ill health is preventable and every year that is added to average life expectancy delivers up to 4 % increase in GDP. So there are sound, economic reasons for the EU to invest in promoting good health for its citizens.

As Europe faces up to the threat of potential flu pandemic, it is clear that communicable diseases do not stop at national borders. The newly established European Centre for Disease Control will have take on a key role in monitoring health threats and coordinating an effective response. But the growing costs for this Agency and the European Food Safety Agency will be taken from the scarce resources for health in Heading 3b.

Good health for all people living in Europe is a fundamental human right but there are dramatic health inequalities within and across Europe. Public health means working towards societies that are equitable, inclusive and responsive to the needs of all individuals. Most EU policies have a direct or indirect impact on the health of citizens, yet this is rarely addressed in policy-making and the financial resources allocated to public health at EU level are inadequate.

There is still an opportunity to change the situation.

The three EU institutions, the Council, Parliament and the Commission, have entered a negotiation phase to find a compromise agreement on the overall budget and priorities for spending. In the coming weeks, Members of the European Parliament can make a difference.


Despite the pressures to reach a budget agreement soon, we urge you to put good health at the heart of EU policies and restore financial balance in Heading 3 in favour of the policy areas that matter to citizens.

[Signature]

