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European Economic and Social Committee
- 2 -


The President


Brussels, 9 June 2006


DAG/SCO/2006/D/1542
Dear Sir/Madam,

On 3 May 2006 the European Commission published a Green Paper on a European Transparency Initiative with the aim of launching a public debate with all the parties involved on ways of improving transparency with respect to the role of civil society organisations and other interest groups in the EU decision-making process, feedback on minimum standards for Commission consultation of civil society and disclosure of information about the beneficiaries of EU funds.

Publication of this Green Paper coincided with the start of a period of public consultation running until 31 August 2006. The Commission will consider what specific measures should be taken to improve EU transparency based on the results of the consultation.
It is in this context that the European Economic and Social Committee, at the request of and in close cooperation with the European Commission, will organise a hearing of the parties concerned by certain questions addressed in the Green Paper: civil society organisations, consultancies, business sector lobby groups, law firms and think tanks.

The debates will focus on two key questions with a view to enhanced transparency in the activities of civil society organisations and other interest groups: creating a system for registering civil society organisations and other interest groups, and drawing up a joint code of conduct.
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The results of this hearing will also feed into Commission discussions on the follow-up to the Green Paper. In addition, they will provide an important contribution to the opinion which the EESC is drawing up on the subject.

The European Economic and Social Committee therefore has the pleasure of inviting your organisation or association to take part in this hearing, which will be held on Tuesday, 11 July at the EESC headquarters, 99 rue Belliard, 1040 Brussels. You will find a programme and registration form attached to this letter.

Please note that attendance is limited to 200 participants. This means that each organisation or association invited may only send one representative to the hearing.

For further information, please contact Patrick Fève (tel. +32 (0)2 546 96 16, fax +32 (0)2 546 94 69, e-mail: patrick.feve@eesc.europa.eu).

Yours faithfully
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Anne-Marie Sigmund

Enc: 2
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99 rue Belliard, 1040 Brussels - Belgium.
Telephone: direct line +32 (0)2 546 96.16, switchboard + 32 (0)2 546.90.11, Fax + 32 (0)2 546 94 69
email: feve.patrick@eesc.europa.eu, Internet : http://www.eesc.europa.eu
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