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March 08, 2004

Dear Minister

In the EU Competitiveness Council, you will agree with your colleagues on input into the coming Spring Summit. On behalf of the European Environmental Bureau (EEB), I would like to call upon you to contribute to recommendations that restore the balance between the different objectives that form part of sustainable development.

The EEB is very worried about the recent political trend to highlight "competitiveness" as a super-objective, one that should be given precedence over social and environmental objectives. In these statements, in particular environmental commitments and aims are often presented as a burden to growth and competitiveness rather than preconditions for sustainability.

The EEB is particularly concerned about the directions we find in the Commission’s Communication on “Some Key Issues in Europe’s Competitiveness – Towards an Integrated Approach” and the ”Draft Input from Competitiveness Council to Spring European Council”. In the attachment you will find our analysis of these two documents you will have in front of you at the Council meeting.

The EEB believes that the Spring Council of March 25-26 offers a unique opportunity to strengthen the Cardiff Process on environmental integration into sectoral policies, improving environmental and social performance and enhancing the effectiveness and coherence of existing EU instruments and processes.  

For this reason, we call upon the Competitiveness Council to:

· Recognise that economic and social development will not be sustainable in the long run if EU does not take sufficient action to curb environmental pressures and preserve natural resources 
· Strengthen integration of environmental considerations into competitiveness policy by developing overall and sector-specific de-coupling objectives as required by the Spring European Council in 2003. 
· Ensure that impact assessments of policy proposals are also carried out for competitiveness policies and that long-term environmental impacts are assessed and described as thoroughly as economic impacts. 

· Ensure that impact assessments of environmental legislation look at the full economic benefits to society – not just the costs to polluting industries. 

· Identify positive synergies between environmental commitments and competitiveness, i.e. environmental technology, green public procurement, etc. 

Please take this opportunity to ensure that environmental considerations are effectively integrated into all European policies, for the enormous benefit of European citizens, its environment and their economies.

Kind regards

John Hontelez, Secretary General EEB
European Environmental Bureau, Boulevard de Waterloo 34, 1000 Brussels


