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Brussels, 17th November 2005
Dear Commissioner Kallas,

I am writing to you on behalf of CONCORD – the European NGO confederation for relief and development representing more than 1600 European development and humanitarian NGOs in the European Union. 

Firstly, allow me to express our immense appreciation for your well-timed launch of the European Transparency Initiative, which aims at strengthening transparency throughout the European Union (Speech 05/130, 3 March 2005). We welcome your planned White Paper on this issue in the spring and look forward to following the roundtable that you are planning for the relevant stakeholders to exchange views.

As you are aware, the NGO sector has, in the past few months, experienced immense scrutiny and criticism from many quarters in the European Commission, and indeed the European Union. Accusations of lack of transparency and accountability and in some cases even of fraudulent behaviour have been made. These allegations have not only come from the European Anti-Fraud Office, but have also appeared in recent months in newspapers throughout the European Union.

As CONCORD, we are extremely worried about these allegations and public claims and we would like to be able to verify and monitor the seeming mal-practice within our NGO community. In order to be able to deal with these matters as a sector, we would like to rely on reliable data instead of newspaper reports. We therefore kindly ask you to send us confirmed statistics on the NGO sector vis-à-vis EU external aid funding, where cases of alleged fraud and irregularities have been discovered and where investigations are ongoing. As a sector we could then evaluate this information and take appropriate actions. 

In fact the Olaf report 2004 (page 39) states that “Typical modus operandi revealed in recent cases highlights the complex and well organised nature of financial fraud in humanitarian and development EU aid to third countries”. As one of the most important implementers of the EU humanitarian and development aid to third countries, you can therefore understand that we are concerned about these serious allegations. 

Looking forward to hearing from you, I remain 

Yours sincerely,
Frans Polman

President of CONCORD
Commissioner Kallas


Vice President of the European Commission


Commissioner for Administrative Affairs, Audit & Anti-Fraud


European Commission


B-1049 Brussels





a.i.s.b.l.
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